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New Rough Cuts Podcast Brief
Hi Writers
First of all, I’d like to say a big thank you to everybody who submitted to the first series of the Rough Cuts Podcast. It was great to hear from so many talented writers and performers, both those new to us and ones we hadn’t worked with in a while. 
For anyone who didn’t catch it and wants to know what it was like, the first series is available on Podbean - http://comedyunit.podbean.com/ 
and on iTunes - http://itunes.apple.com/gb/podcast/comedyunit/id437200920  
Series 2
We’re making a few changes to the submission policy and how the show will sound. The big change is that, unfortunately, we won’t be accepting written sketches any more. The main reason for this is that the most time consuming part of making the show was editing both the script and the audio, and we just don’t have time to do it again this year. 
One thing that worked really well in the first series was people recording their own sketches and sending them in, so it’s this element that we’re concentrating on for series 2. 
What we are looking for is audio files that we can drop straight into the podcast. In the first instance we’re asking for 3 from you so that we can get a feel for your style, writing and performance, and then if we like those we’ll be back in touch asking for more. This could mean you’ll get one sketch into an episode or you might get a whole section to yourself like some people did last series. 
How you record them is entirely up to you. If you’re a writer that’s always fancied performing your sketches, now is your chance. If the thought of speaking out loud disgusts or terrifies you, then ask one of your more extroverted friends to do the honours. Those people will do anything for attention.  
Sketches
Maximum of 3 sketches, with each one no longer than 1 minute in duration
A few dos and don’ts and handy tips
· Nothing defamatory
· Feel free to swear if you like, but try only to do it where necessary
· Enjoy your performance – if you enjoy performing them, an audience is more likely to enjoy listening to them
· No parodies please – In the first series someone submitted a rewritten Beatles song that almost made it into the show. Our lawyer almost had a heart attack.  
· Avoid ultra topical as we don’t yet know when the podcast will be uploaded
· Think about your punchline – a strong ending is hard to get right, but always worth it
· No commercial music please and no copyrighted sound effects. E.g. Apple’s Garageband lets you use its loops so long as they’re not in isolation - http://support.apple.com/kb/HT2931 . Have a read of your own software’s bumf to see if they do the same. 
· Ensure your recording is clear, not echo-y and the highest quality you can manage. 
Practical stuff
With the number of audio files we’re anticipating, it’s probably going to slow the computers down somewhat so what we’re asking you to do is upload your 3 sketches to Soundcloud, Youtube or a similar streaming site and send us the link. 
Password protect them if you like, just send that to us too if you do. So that we’re listening to the right thing, please title each sketch Rough Cuts – Sketch Name – Your name. 
This is how we’ll do the initial sift of material. After that, we’ll get back to those we like asking for more so please keep a hold of your highest quality edits so that we can use them at a later date. 
Bit mean bit
If your sketch doesn’t fulfil the above criteria we won’t be able to consider it, so please do make sure it does. Got that? Grrr. (Sorry). 
Deadline
Please send your links and passwords to podcast@comedyunit.co.uk by the end of December 2011. 
Nice things
The main thing to remember is that this we want this to be a platform for new writing & performing talent to show what they can do, so don’t feel constrained by anything that’s gone before or what you think we might want. If it’s funny then we want it and we will listen to everything that’s submitted. 
Good luck!


The legal bit 
By submitting to this podcast..
You confirm that the material submitted by you is original to you and will not infringe the rights of any third party. 
You shall retain your rights in the material however in submitting the material you give The Comedy Unit all necessary consents to enable it to make the fullest use of the material for the purposes of an audio comedy podcast for free distribution online.
The Comedy Unit is not obliged to include the material in the comedy podcast and cannot accept any liability arising out of use or non-use of the material. 
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